[The AIDS pandemic].
An analysis of the distribution of HIV-infections in different countries permits to distinguish 3 different patterns. Type 1 occurs in North America, Western Europe, parts of South America, Australia and New Zealand. Type 2 is found in Africa, in sub-Saharan regions and in the Caribbean sea. Type 3 prevails in Eastern Europe, in North Africa, in the Middle East, in Asia, in most of the Pacific and in many parts of Latin America. 138 countries have reported 100.410 AIDS-cases until June 30, 1988. Actually, it can be assumed, that by now approximately 5 million people are infected with HIV, of these about 1.5 million are women. As of mid 1988 over 200.000 persons have clinically manifested AIDS, in addition, 150.000 more cases are expected to occur in the remainder of 1988 and this figure will grow to over a million cases by the early 1990ies. The impact of the AIDS-pandemic on the social and economic structures will grow to very large dimensions in some countries.